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Stepanovitch. His soldiering did not undergo the test
of a command of an army in the war. A Guards
colonel, he was only promoted to the rank of general
in the year 1924.

He belonged to the faction of the Serbian Black
Hand which, in 1903, conspired to murder the Obreno-
vitch King and Queen, Alexander and Draga. The
officers of the Black Hand remained under a cloud
during the reign of King Peter, and though Zhivkovitch
dissociated himself from its activities, the connection
may account for his slow advancement. He served
throughout the Balkan wars and the Great War, and was
in the retreat through Albania; yet he only attained the
rank of colonel. The Black Hand, after the accession
of Peter, became a more secret organization: its aim was
to keep the control of the dynasty in the hands of the
army. It was finally liquidated at Salonika in 1917,
after an unsuccessful attempt on the life of the Regent
Alexander. Colonel Zhivkovitch came into promin-
ence after that event by organizing a bodyguard for the
Regent on the Macedonian front.

His career up to the time he became prime minister
had no national significance. He was no politician.
His name had not been associated with achievement of
any kind. He had not even been a man behind the
scenes. He had not been entrusted with any important
tasks even of military administration. He had abso-
lutely no experience in government, but he was the
King's friend. An intimacy had sprung up between
the sovereign and the general. The commander of the
royal guard was constantly in contact with the King.
And Alexander liked him.

King Alexander had a penchant for men of good
character but not much brain. In a country of so
many opportunities and so much corruption the King,
when he found an honest man, "grappled him to his
heart with hoops of steel" Zhivkovitch was a man who
lived simply on his salary, contracted no debts, was shy of